
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
In Reception the children have lots of opportunities to work in groups in both 

carpet sessions and in their play in provision. These play based experiences 

allow children to form relationships and to learn to co-operate with one 

another.  

They are also taught about understanding their feelings and the feelings of 

others. Through discussions the children also learn how to manage their 

feelings.  

Communication and Language 
Learning through play allows the children to develop their speaking and 

listening skills naturally. Time in provision gives the children lots of 

opportunities to create their own narratives and connect their ideas. High 

quality questioning and interactions from staff members support the children 

in further developing their language skills.   

 

Maths 

Daily carpet sessions are delivered in Reception to teach the children counting 

skills and simple addition and subtraction. The children learn to work with 

numbers up to 20. They learn how to count up to 20, add 

and subtract within 20 and understand how teen numbers are made. 
Opportunities and resources are provided to allow the children to use and 

apply their mathematical knowledge in both the indoor and outdoor provision 

throughout the day.  

Literacy 
We use the ‘Read Write Inc phonics’ scheme 

to learn to read and write. We begin with 

learning all the single letter sounds and how 

to orally blend words. Children are moved 

onto reading books with words in when they 

are ready to.  

Children are also provided with lots of 

opportunities to enjoy listening to stories. A 

variety of high quality fiction and non-fiction 

texts are covered over the year in Reception.  

We begin the year with lots of opportunities 

to mark make in different ways. The children 

learn how to form all letters of the alphabet 

using rhymes to support this. By the end of 

the year the children write captions and 

simple sentences. Writing opportunities are 

planned for across all areas of provision.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding the World 
In Reception the children will learn about similarities and differences between 

themselves and others whilst celebrating what makes them unique. They also 

learn to make observations about the world around them and how to use ICT. 

A weekly carpet session is also delivered to teach the children about the world 

around them.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Provision time allows the children to express themselves in a range of different 

ways. Musical instruments, a workshop area, role play area, sand and water are 

all among the areas that allow the children to explore the arts. A weekly music 

session is also delivered.  

Physical development 
Our large outdoor area is always open come rain or shine. Activities are set up 

to support children in their physical development. The children also have a PE 

lesson once a week with their class teacher in the hall. They will learn how to 

move and travel in different ways using their body, simple ball skills and simple 

team games.  

 
How our year looks… 

Our curriculum… 

Autumn 1 – Getting To Know You 
In our first half term we explore 

our new classroom and meet lots 
of new friends. We learn the 
routines of the day and begin 

working in small groups for 
English and Maths. We read, ‘The 

Gingerbread Man’ and ‘We’re 
Going On A Bear Hunt’ and create 
story maps to retell each story. In 

Maths we learn all about 
numbers to 5; writing them, 
counting objects and putting 
them in the correct order. In 

phonics we begin learning about 
different letters and the sounds 
they make. We will learn a new 

sound each day and will practice 
saying it, writing it and how to 

segment and blend the sounds in 
words.  

 

Spring 1 – Once upon a time 
(traditional tales) 

We read “Little Red Riding Hood” 
and “The 3 Billy Goats Gruff” and 

learn to retell the stories using 
actions and phrases and make 

masks to help us re-enact the story. 
Our final story is, ‘Mr Wolf’s 

Pancakes’. We create shopping lists 
and walk to the Co-op to buy the 
ingredients to make pancakes! In 
Maths we begin learning about 

numbers to 10 and learn how to 
solve problems involving addition 
and subtraction. We continue to 

look at 2D and 3D shapes and use 
them to create our own patterns. As 
we continue learning our sounds in 
phonics we will now be able to read 
and write some simple CVC words 

independently. 

Autumn 2 – Long, Long Ago 
This half term we look at 3 
different stories; ‘Room on 

the Broom’, 
‘Giganotosaurus’ and ‘A 
New Home For A Pirate’. 

We explore magic and 
potions and play one of our 
favourite games; Silly Soup! 
We learn lots of facts about 

different dinosaurs and 
work as a class to create our 
own fact file. We also design 
and create a new home for 

the pirates using the 
resources in our classroom. 
At the end of the half term 
we celebrate Christmas by 

putting on our special 
Christmas performance. 

Spring 2 – The Great Outdoors 
We spend lots of time 
outdoors hunting for 

minibeasts and planting seeds 
as we learn about the story 

‘Oliver’s Vegetables’. We also 
read, ‘A Squash and a 

Squeeze’ which is all about 
farm animals and we even 
have a special visit from a 
mobile farm! In Maths we 

begin looking at teen numbers 
and we explore the different 
patterns within numbers. We 
learn how to solve different 

word problems and use 
resources to help us find the 

answer. Using our phonics we 
begin to write simple 

sentences and captions. 

Summer 1 – Wild World 
Here we learn all about wild 

places and animals. We look at 
animals from different countries 
using the, ‘The Lion Inside’. We 

look at animals under the sea in, 
‘Under The Sea’ and ‘Billy’s 

Bucket’. Our final story is ‘The 
Gruffalo’. We follow the mouse 
through the deep dark wood on 
our own Gruffalo hunt when we 

visit Nell Bank. In Maths we 
continue to look at numbers to 
up 20; solving problems such as 

doubling, halving and sharing 
and using our communication 

skills to explain our answers. In 
phonics we are now reading and 
writing sentences independently 
and applying these skills in our 

play. 

Summer 2 – On the move 
Our final half term is all 

about journeys and 
transition. We look at 

different transport and get 
ready to transition up to 

Year 1. We look at the 
story ‘The way back home’ 
and learn all about outer 

space and the planets. We 
also read the story ‘Emma 
Jane’s Aeroplane’ and talk 

about places we have 
travelled. At the end of the 

half term we compete in 
our own Sports Day. We 
also spend a day in our 

new classroom and get to 
meet our new teachers. 
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